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Photo Signature ExampleAssociation: 
-Sporobolus cryptandrus Great Basin  
Herbaceous Vegetation  
 
 
 
Common species: 
Bromus tectorum 

t
Pleuraphis jamesii 
Sporobolus cryp andrus 
 
 
 
Project Specifics: 
Frequency = 111 total polygons 
103 polygons ZION, 8 polygons Environs 
Area = 177 total acres 
144 acres ZION, 34 acres Environs 
Average Size = 2 acres 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Description: 
Sand Dropseed is common throughout the Park but mainly forms a true association on sand deposits 
alongside the Virgin River and its major tributaries.  Other grass species are common in this type 
including a high percentage of non-native and semi-natural species.  In disturbed areas alongside roads 
and trails this type also contains many early succession forbs and shrubs such as rabbitbrush and 
matchbrush snakeweed.  This map class appears brown-tan due to the dryness of the sites and the color 
of sand substrate. 
 
Ground Photo 

A-305 


	APPENDIX I:  Photo Interpretation Mapping Conventions and Visual Key
	Upland Grasslands
	21  Sporobolus cryptandrus Great Basin Herbaceous Vegetation





